BOROUGH OF DORCHESTER 


ANNUAL REPORT 
| | of the 
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 
and the 
CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 


for the year 


1966 


Bom O Cie OF DOR CHES TER 


PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT, 


Health Department 21 NORTH SQUARE, 


Telephone Number Dorchester 934 DORCHESTER 
3 


Personal Telephone Number 


Dorchester 1000 
Extension 4.70 


DORSET. 


To the Worshipful the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors 
of the Borough of Dorchester. 


Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the state of the 
public health of the Borough during the year 1966. The report contains 
information required by the Minister of Health and summarises work done 
during the year. 


I wish to thank the Committee Chairmen and Council's officers for their 
assistance and to acknowledge the work done in the Borough by the Health 
Visitors and other social workers when there have been personal health prob- 
lems to settle. 


I have the honour to be, 
Your obedient Servant, 


Kenneth J. Adams 


Medical Officer of Health 
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PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF 


Me@ical Officer of Health Gi, SDEMS. We eCoS., LRC.P., 
D.P.H., (Univ,! bond.) 


Chief Public Health Inspector C.F. ALLARD, D.P.A., M.R.S.H., 


Mia bie ce alite ds 
Additional Public Health TK. HERD, MAP... 
Inspector (resigned 1st August) 
Second Additional Public F, BRYNING, M.A.P.H.I. 
Health Inspector (commenced 18th July) 


M.M.I.A., Major retired - 
(resigned 7th January, 1967) 


General Assistant (Part-time) H.V. CULVER 


Clerk Shorthand/Typist Mrs. P.eA. PLAYSTED 


GENERAL STATISTICS 


Area in Acres wee Jem Bias ee ee 1,675 
Resident Population coe cee eve coe 13,500 
Number of Dwellings .e. wie aise eee 4.5100 
Rateable Value ... eon eee eee 


sas S682 192 


Sum represented by Penny Rate .. eve eee £2, (50 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


Birth and Death Rates compared with other areas 


Dorchester Borough eee 
England and Wales .e. cee 
Dorset eee ees eee esoe 


Dorchester Rural District .. 


Births and Deaths per 1,000 pc 


eee ees 


pulation) 


Meee Clits) 
det (lee0) 
18.0 (18.0) 


16.5 (19.1) 


Death Rate 


17,9: (10.2) 
slat aafeetcaleligS)) 
10.9 (10.2) 


10.0 ( 9.9) 


The figures in brackets are those for 1965. 

In calculating Birth and Death rates, area comparability factors are 
issued by the Registrar General to "correct" irregularities in the age and 
sex structure of the population, and also to take into account any high 
mortality due to the presence of residential institutions. 


Births and Infantile Deaths 


Legitimate : Illegitimate | | 
—————— 2 ie ee | Total : 
| Live Births .. .. | 80 116 | ie A | 209 
Wali Births... .. | 2 “Loy = pie ip ea, “tha 
Deaths under 1 year ! ~ 3 | ~ : - : 3 : 
| Deaths under 4 weeks A dig 2 : a | = 2 | 
| Deaths under 1 week : - 2 | - | - 2 
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Infantile Mortality Rate 


The infantile mortality rate is the number of deaths among infants 
of under one year of age per thousand live births. There were three 
infantile deaths under one year of age and 209 live births in the area, 


The National rate was 18.9 deaths among infants under one year of 
age per thousand live births and the Dorset rate was 14.3 deaths. Our 
figure is too small to work out an accurate comparative rate but the 
approximate figure compares quite well with the County infantile mort- 
ality rate. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE 
The following infectious diseases were notified during the year:- 


Dysentery secesssesees 3 
Bacephalatis «<sesseses 1 
Mead, Petsonine <sscsse 
Measles ssccccvcccencer 90 
PUDCECULOSIS! wieresese 2 
Puerperal Pyrexia .... 8 


No cases of Diphtheria or Poliomyelitis occurred in the Borough. 


Food Poisoning: Five cases of food poisoning were notified at about the 
same time and had on enquiry taken meals at a particular catering estab- 
lishment. Every opportunity was given by the management to investigate 
for a source of infection including examination of staff. Bacteriological 
tests exonerated all personnel but the symptoms and epidemiology was so 
suggestive of a common source that material was further investigated for 

@ virus as a possible cause. Again all results were negative. 


Another notified case arose one hour after a tin of mango slices 
had been consumed. The fruit had been seen to contain greyish particulate 
matter but on analysis there was no bacterial growth. Chemically, however, 
the tin content of the juice was 1,110 parts per million and exceeded the 
recommendation of the Food Standards Committee of 2 grains per pound 
(286 parts per million). 


The next step was to find whether a concentration of 1,110 p.p.m. of 
tin was likely to be harmful to the consumer. This was far more difficult 
to establish. Firstly symptoms would depend upon the total dosage of tin, 
secondly they would depend upon the acidity of the juice and gastric con- 
tents, an acid environment favouring the formation of tin salts which are 
irritant ° 
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Having taken the matter up with the National Poisons Information 
Service at Guy's Hospital, I felt that there were se many variables that 
a successful prosecution was unlikely. The matter was drawn to the 
attention of the Ministry of Health who caused other cans in the batch to 
be destroyed. 


Finally another individual case of food poisoning was thought to be 
associated with a meal consumed outside the district. The matter was taken 
up with the local authority concerned, but again no cause was found. This 
case occurred at about the same time as cases of virus summer diarrhoea in 
town and I think it is likely that there was confusion over the diagnosis. 


Dysentery: All three cases of dysentery were individual cases occurring at 
different times and all were caused by the sonne organism. It is surpris- 
ing that so few are notified as this organism is well established in the 
general population to the extent that we, in common with most health depart- 
ments, do not bother to trace back the infection unless food handlers are 
involved. One of the cases occurred in a child who resided elsewhere and 
was admitted with symptoms to the Children's Unit of Dorset County Hospital. 


Acute Encephalitis: Again this disease occurred in a child admitted to the 
Children's Unit from another area. It is an infection which still occurs 
sporadically and will attack its susceptibles, sometimes the degree of 
susceptibility will depend upon a child's general health. 


Minor Smallpox: No cases were notified but the infection which became a 


national problem entered Dorset in June when a child suffering from the 
disease came to stay at Chickerell. The diagnosis was made retrospectively 
on the patient's return home to Pontypool where other cases came to light 
at about the same time. No medical opinion was sought whilst the patient 
was here. 


Unfortunately most of the contacts were themselves holiday makers. 
Family doctors in Dorchester and Weymouth were alerted and during August 
four cases were drawn to my attention as possibly suffering from smallpox. 
Two could be rejected on clinical grounds. Material was sent to the Virus 
Reference Laboratory at Colindale for a chickenpox case to confirm the diag- 
nosis and eliminate smallpox, but the fourth patient who was suffering a 
discrete pox rash puzzled me, and I called upon the services of my Consult- 
ing Smallpox Physician. Again material from the poxes was sent to Colindale 
and twenty-four hours afterwards a negative report was received. 
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Scabies: Cases of scabies occurred among a few school children of 


one or two families during the year. I have seen little of this disease 
for many years but it is considered in the medical journals to be on the 
increase. The infestation is not easily passed on at school and mostly 
occurs among individuals in a household. Treatment must be vigorous 
to be effective. All members ot a household mist. if suffering, be 
treated together, otherwise they may reinfest oneanother afterwards. It 
is extremely difficult for the public to grasp that without treatment or 
with ineffective treatment they are suffering from a skin disease which 
is unlikely to cure itself but which will pass into a chronic phase. 


Head Infestation: Infestation is not notifiable to me as district 
medical officer but the Principal School Medical Officer kindly makes 
available to me his records. After reference to this infestation in 
my Annual Report for 1965, I am pleased to see that the number of cases 
is falling. 


The figures set out below refer to the combined school population 
of Dorchester Borough and Dorchester Rural District. 


1963 196k 1965 1966 


Number of infested 
heads with vermin 
or egg cases 
present. 


1 5 59 29 


LABORATORY WORK 


Routine work particularly on water and milk samples continues 
under the direction of Dr. G.H. Tee who provides an excellent service. 
I must also praise the fine diagnostic service given by the Virus 
Reference Laboratory at Colindale, One sample of smallpox material left 
by the normal evening post from Dorchester, and I was given a reply by 
4245 pm. the following day. When many preventive procedures, and much 
personal inconvenience and unhappiness hinge on a speedy reply such rapid 
support in the field is most welcome. 
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VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION 


The Council will know that these services are undertaken by the 
County Council, but in as much as we have a direct interest in the 
control of infectious disease, we also have an interest in the effic- 
iency of immunisation programmes. The written evidence of the Ministry 
of Health to the Royal Commission on Local Governments goes further in 
this respect saying "... the control ot communicable disease in part- 
icular requires larger areas and should be linked with immunisation 
programmes ..." 


I am indebted to the County Medical Officer of Health in repro- 
ducing the following figures:- 


Immunisation against: 


Diphtheria Whooping cough | Tetanus 
Primary Reinforce- Primary Reinforce- | Primary Reinforce- 
course ment dose. } course ment dose | course ment dose 
1963 .. 165 139 an 253 70 ae 129 
1964 ..' 162 203 | 158 95 | 169 198 
1965 .. 182 331 | 168 138 : 206 315 


1866. 4 0-179 Bie EES 135 ! 199 306 


Primary immunising and reinforcement is carried out at prescribed 
ages, therefore some idea of the response in the town may be gained by 
bearing in mind that some two hundred births occur each year. Figures 


of two hundred or more indicate thst a backlog of reinforcement doses is 
being coped with. 


CAUSES OF DEATH 


Male Female 

INFECTIOUS DISEASE: Influenza... vas coe = 3 
Tuberculosis dee coe - - 

RESPIRATORY DISEASE: Pneumonia e. mee wed 8 Zi 
Bronchitis... ey ore 5 x 

Other eee eos eve 5 pil 

HEART AND CIRCULATION: Coronary Disease eee 28 14 
Cerebral Haemorrhage «.. 1h La 

Hypertension eee eee | 1 

Other vee eee eee 13 22 

CANCER: Stomach eee coe coe “Ie 4 
Breast eee 2ee a =e Tt 

Lung and Bronchus Ya 6 a 

Uterus eee eee eve - 2 

Leukaemia ee eee eee ap — 

Other ooo eee @oe 9 7 

DIABETES: ene coe eee eee eee eee oon 1 3 
GASTRIC OR DUODENAL ULCER: eee ese eee eee 5 a 
GASTRITIS, ENTERITIS AND DIARRHOEA: oe ese eee - i 
NEPHRITIS AND NEPHROSIS:.. eos ini eee cee 3 - 
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS:.. eee eee eee eee ah - 
OTHER ACCIDENTS: ee eee eee eee oon coe al 3 
SUICIDE: eee ees eee eee eee eve eee = ’ 2 
OTHER DEFINED AND ILL-DEFINED CAUSES: coe eee 3 10 
TOPAL ve) ope 98 116 


CAUSES OF DEATH 


A list of the numbers dying from common diseases is meaningless 
unless compared with national figures. The latest available are those 
for 1965 which, although referring to deaths in a previous year, dem- 
onstrate that the trends of causes of death in the Borough 
except perhaps for bronchitis, are similar to those in England and Wales. 


265 


Deaths from various causes England and Wales 
Male Female 


Coronary Disease +e gee a come COpehd  2b,190 
Cerebral Haemorrhage Siavg siete pais pnetagolo, 6 55. 
Cancer - Lung ol ae se swe “225250 4,167 
Bronchitis «s.« soe vee = wee 2h, fOk 7,785 
Pneumonia ... view wine eee Pee DE. 68K) L6G 90k 


Cancer - Breast .e- ae wee sia 81 9,688 
Cancer - Stomach ... eee avs aie 7,487 5,562 
All other accidents sale ee, aap 5,556 5,705 
Motor vehicle accidents ... see ove 5,298 A5el7 
Cancer - Womb cee sec coe eee > Deore 
Hypertension bey at Bhs aoe 354.68 5 083 


Suicide eee ese eee eee eee 2 .0k2 25219 


Multiple Screening: Of recent years much attention hes been focussed 

on the prevention of disease in the over forties. I am pleased that 
Dorset County Council hold a local clinic for cervical cytology examina- 
tions to prevent cancer of the womb. Some major authorities have instit- 
uted schemes to check those parts of the body known to be prone to disease. 
This is known as multiple screening. 


In 1965 an urban area, Rotherham County Borough showed the way. 
Most of the tests were performed by technicians rather than doctors and 
members of the Ladies! Circle gava voluntary assistance. Tests were made 
for breast cancer by thermography, cervical cancer by cytology, dia- 
betes by urine tests, glaucoma (a condition of raised pressure within the 
eye causing blindness), vision, hearing, lung function and chest x-ray. 
The cost set out in the Rotherham Health Department Annual Report for 1965 
was 7s. Od. per person. The experiment was repeated in 1966. 
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WATER SUPPLIES 


The town water supply is quite adequate and wholesome. The Public 
Health Department samples drinking water in the distribution system on 
a fortnightly basis, and the Water Engineer samples water at source weekly. 
Samples for bacteriological analysis have been regularly taken from Hagle 
Lodge, the Rising Main at the Waterworks Well and from the High Level and 
Low Level Reservoirs weekly throughout the year. The results of two 
samples for chemical analysis are set out on page ll. 


Complaints have been received of grit in the water system anc samples 
have shown that this consists of carbonate, rust and scale. A poly- 
urethane foam sponge has been flushed through the mains in an attempt to 
remedy this fault. 


Eagle Lodge: The Eagle Lodge supply which pumps continuously, always 
shows no bacteriological growth. The likely reason for this is that the 
water is chlorinated down the bore at source so that unless the chlorinator 
is out of action, which is inadvisable on public health grounds, the 
sample usually contains a small amount of free chlorine. There is no 
reason to suspect this source which was sampled many times in 1964, when the 
water was being pumped to waste before it was cventuslly connected to the 
town supply. 


The Waterworks Well: Samples taken from the Rising Main before 
chlorination were unsatisfactory on eight occasions. 


Samples taken from the High and Low Level Reservoirs are usually satis- 
factory. Certainly most pollution organisms are killed during the contact 
time with the chlorine in the reservoir, whilst the water is waiting to be 
used. 


Distribution Mains: Sampling in the distribution mains was satis- 
factory on all occasions. At all times the water supply has been sufficient 
in quantity. 


Waterworks Employees: As a routine all new appointments made to the 


waterworks staff have a medical examination and bacteriological examination 
for typhoid and paratyphoid before the appointment is made. 
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ANALYSIS OF SAMPLES OF WATER 
CHEMICAL RESULTS IN PARTS PER MILLION 


Waterworks Eagle lodge 


Appearance - Clear Taste and odour —- normal 
Colour - Colourless pH Value = 7.0 7.0 
Free chlorine Nil 0.04 
Total Solid Residue (dried at 180°) 360 362 
Suspended Matter (dried at 105°) Nil Nil 
Chlorine as chloride 18 19 
Ammoniacal Nitrogen (free ammonia expressed as N) 0.008 less than 0.005 
Albuminoid Nitrogen (expressed as N) 0.016 0.008 
Nitrite Nitrogen (expressed as N) 0.01 less than 0.005 
Nitrate Nitrogen (expressed as N) 2.8 a,3 
Total Alkalinity (as Calcium Carbonate) 180 175 
Hardness (Total) 305 310 
Hardness (Temporary) 185 175 
Hardness ( Permanent) 120 135 
Metals - Poisonous (as elements) absent absent 
Oxygen absorption from Permanganate Solution ee 0.6 


an i hours at 27° G, 


Remarks: These samples are suitable for use in a public supply and 
may give a deposit in use due to the temporary hardness. 


Date: April, 1967 


PUBLIC ANLYST 
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SEWERAGE 


Sewage is treated at Louds Mill works which was modernised in 1962, 
The new installation was designed for a capacity of 14,400 persons, 
( our present population is 13,500). Sludge was dried originally on 
fourteen beds but work has commenced to increase this capacity by a 
further eight beds. Infiltration of ground water into the sewerage 
system is also troublesome and investigation of the sources of the 
excess water continues. 


Despite these difficulties the biochemical oxygen demand of the 


effluent before discharge into the River Frome is satisfactory and norm- 


ally comes within the 20 parts per million limit acceptable to the River 
Board. 


0000000 


In the sections dealing with Water and Sewerage it gives me pleasure 
to acknowledge the assistance of Mr. D.J.H. Strange, Borough Surveyor. 
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Telephone (Office): Public Health Inspectors! Office, 


Dorchester ° North Square, 
DORCH STE. 


June 1 y, 6 ° 


To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors 
of the Borough of Dorchester. 


Annual Report for 1966. 


I present for your consideration the following report on our work 
in 1966. 


In 1965 the Council approved the appointment of a second Additional 
Public Health Inspector. The post was filled in the middle of 1966 and 
routine inspections of food premises, offices, shops and factories resumed. 
However, almost immediately the first Additional Inspector resigned and 
left local government and although a number of advertisements has been issued 
the post has remained unfilled. By the end of the year the Meat Inspector 
also had tendered his resignation and the number of routine inspections was 
again being reduced. This is the third consecutive year that staffing 
difficulties have seriously affected our work. Routine work is the backbone 
of public health inspection and the number of unsatisfactory conditions 
revealed in the routine visits made during the year confirms that much 
remains to be done. | 


I am grateful to the members of the Committee for their continued 
Support and to the Chief Officers and other colleagues for their help and 
advice during the year. 


Chief Public Health Inspector. 
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1, INSPECTIONS - 1966. 
Under the Housing Acts: 


Inspection of dwelling houses 38 
Re-inspection of dwelling houses 98 
Visits re overcrowding 9 
Unclassified Cee 4 eee 
Under the Food and Drugs Acts: 
Inspections and visits re unsound food 96 
Inspection of food premises (including 
hh 382 

visits for sampling only) 
Visits re notified or suspected cases of 10 

food poisoning 
Visits to slaughterhouses 1, 006 
Visits to dairies 7 
Unclassified 10 1,511 


Under the Public Health Acts: 
Inspection and/or testing of sewers/drains 


(including soil and ventilating pipes) 404 
Inspection of closets and cesspools 5 
Inspection of filthy or verminous premises 30 
Inspection of public conveniences 3 
Inspection for detection and abatement of 177 

statutory nuisances 
Inspection and sampling of water supplies 90 
Enquiries and visits re infectious diseases 38 
Inspection of caravan sites 34 
Unclassified _ 15 196 
Under the Factories Acts: 
Inspection of factories 75 
Unclassified 6 
Under the Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act: 
General inspections 719 
Other visits 33 112 
Under the Prevention of Damage by Pests Acts 0 0 
(excluding visits by the rodent operative) 4 
Under the Petroleum Acts: 78 18 
Miscellaneous: 30 
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2. COMPLAINTS - 1966. 


Disrepair of houses 
Overcrowding or other inadequate housing conditions 


Unsound food or unsatisfactory conditions in food 
premises 


Defective and/or choked drains, sewers, closets, 
cesspools, etc. 


Verminous and/or filthy premises 

Keeping of animals in insanitary conditions 
Offensive accumulations or deposits 

Other public health nuisances 


Rats end mice 


Formal Notices 


Served Complied Served Complied 


Unclassified 
3. NOTICES - 1966. Informal Notices 
with 

Under Public Health Acts 49 30 

Under Housing Acts 2 4 

Under Food and Drugs Acts 68 28 

Under Factories Acts 21 16 

Under Prevention of Damage 1 1 
by Pests Act 

Under Petroleum Acts 14 2 

Under Caravan Sites and Control 6 6 
of Development Act 

Under Offices, Shops and’ Railway 29 18 
Premises Act 

Under Shops Act e: u 
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P4. HOUSING. 


Of the two-hundred and twenty-eight properties scheduled in 1955 
for clearance or demolition forty-five were occupied at the end of 1966. 
(Ten of these houses have been closed or demolished early in 1967.) 
There were an estimated thirty-nine other houses unfit at the end of the 
year to be dealt with in future programmes. 


In an Appeal against the Council's decision to revoke a Closing 
Order previously made on 18 Holloway Road, Dorchester, and substitute a 
Demolition Order after works were carried out to the outbuildings of the 
property the County Court Judge quashed the Demolition Order and re- 


instated the Closing Order. 


Demolitions. 


Three houses were demolished by the owners in accordance with the 
requirements of Demolition Orders made in 1965. 


Summary of Progress - 1966. 


Clearance Areas. 


Individual Houses. 


made:3~= 


Premises 


32 The Grove 
39 The Grove 


2 Agra Place 


3 Agra Place 


4 Agra Place 


30 The Grove 
33 The Grove 


41 The Grove 


Action 


Closing Order 
made 12.4.66. 


Closing Order 
made 12.4.66. 


Undertaking not to 
re-let accepted 
20612666. 


Undertaking not to 
re-let accepted 
20s 1260. 


Undertaking not to 
re-let accepted 
200 12.66% 


Closing Order 
made 20.12.66. 


Closing Order 
made 20.12.66. 


Closing Order 
made 20.12.66. 


| aes 


No Clearance areas were declared during the year. 


The following Demolition and Closing Orders were 


Persons Displaced 


2 - Rehoused by Council 
il 266% 


2 - Rehoused 1967. 


1 - Rehoused 1967. 


Vacant before official 
action. 


Vacant before official 
action. 


5 - Rehoused 1967. 
3 - Rehoused 1967. 


1 - Rehoused 1967. 
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Premises Action Persons Displaced 


44 The Grove He ee 2 - Rehoused 1967. 
gaia REED 1 = Rehoused 1967, 
46 The Grove HES ere 1 - Rehoused 1967. 
35 pened Street ee eee a 5 - Rehowed 1967. 
Rehousing. 


Four families (eight persons) from unfit houses were renoused by the 
Council in 1966. 


Housing Repairs and Improvements. 


Repairs to housing defects were completed at fifteen houses. 


Twenty-four applications for Standard Grants were received, twenty- 
three of which were approved and one refused. Twenty-one applications 
were from owner occupiers, including the one refused, and three in respect 
of tenanted houses. During the year twenty-five houses were improved 
(twenty-four owner occupied and one tenanted house) and a total of 
£3,379 paid out in Standard Grants, the average grant per house being 
£135. 


The amenities provided were as follows:- 


(a) Fixed bath 24 
(b) Shower Nil 
(c) Wash hand basin 25 
(ad) Hot water supply (to 24 


any fittings) 


(e) i.C. within the 23 
dwelling 


(f) Food store 20 
No applications were received for Discretionary Grants. 
Rent Act, 1 ° 


No applications for a certificate of disrepair were received during 
the year. 
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Common Lodging Houses. 
There are no common lodging houses in the Borough. 
5. FOOD PREMISS AND FOOD INSPECTIOI. 


The records of the Department show the following information regarding 
premises subject to the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1960:- 


Number of Premises 


Fitted to | To which | Fitted to 
iced with | comply with 
6 19 


Manufacturers and processors 
Wholesalers 
Bakehouges 


Wholesale premises 


Butchers 

Fishmongers 

Flour confectioners 

Grocers, provision merchants 
and general shops 

Fruiterers and greengrocers 

Suger confectioners 

Off licences 


Retail premises 


Hotels 

Restaurants and cafes 

Works canteens 

School canteens 

Residential catering establish- 
ments 

Public houses 

Licensed clubs 

Occassional catering premises 


Catering premises 


TOTALS nero ae BC ae halt 


In addition to the above premises the following are we to inspection 
by the public health inspectors under various regulations:- 


Slaughterhouses 2 
Milk distributors 4 
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Bread distributors 


3 
Hospitals 3 
Street and market stalls 25 
House to house traders 3 
40 
The Liquid Pasteurisation) Regulations, 1963. 


There are no egg pasteurising plants in the district. 


The number of food premises registered under Section 16 of the 
Food and Drugs Act, 1955, and of inspections made (including visits 
for sampling) is as follows:- 


Number: Number 
registered of inspections 


For the sale, or manufacture, 
; 33 15 
or storage of ice-cream 


For the preparation or manu- 
facture of meat products or 4 4 
preserved foods. 


The number of premises registered under the Milk and Dairies 
(General) Regulations, 1959, is:- 


Distributors with premises within the Borough 3 
Distributors trading from outside the Borough 2 
Retail shops selling bottled milk only 24 

29 


Seven inspections were made at these premises. 


Under the Milk (Special Designation) Regulations, 1963, the work 
of licensing dealers in designated milks (pasteurised, sterilised and 
untreated) is the responsibility of the Dorset County Council, who are 
the Food and Drugs Authority. 


The total number of visits to food premises for food hygiene and 
sampling was three-hundred and eighty-two. About twenty-five traders 
sell food from stalls in the streets and in Dorchester ilarket. One- 
hundred and fifty-seven inspections of the stalls were made under the 
Food Hygiene Regulations. 
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Tood Hygiene (Markets, Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) Regulations,1966. 


During the year the Food Hygiene (lMarkets, Stalls and Delivery Vehicles) 
Regulations, 1966, were made to come into force on 1st January, 1967. ‘The 
Regulations will enable improved conditions to be obtained in the handling of 
food at market and street stalls. Reports on the provisions of the Reg- 
ulations were submitted to the Public Health and Public Buildings and Markets 
Committees. It was decided that the Council provide only limited facilites 
at the market and that all holders of food stalls would be required to 
provide the necessary facilities (such as wash basins, sinks, hot water) on 
_each individual stall. Consideration was given to the possible use of the 
Corn Market Building (or Butter Shed) as a food hall but it was considered 
that the food stalls should not be transferred from the Fairfield to this 
building in the Cattle Market. Consideration was also given to the possibility 
of grouping food stalls and it is hoped that all meat, fish and similar open 
food businesses can eventually be concentrated in the area adjacent to the 
Hurdle Shed where the permanent facilities exist. A further comment on the 
new Regulations will be included in the Annual Report for 1967. 


Ice-cream. Thirteen samples of ice-cream were submitted for bacterio- 
logical examination, the results of which were:- 


Bulk Pre-packed 

Ice-cream Ice-cream. 
Provisional Grade 1 4 5 
Provisional Grade 2 2 - 
Provisional Grade 3 1 
Provisional Grade 4 1 - 
8 5 


There is no legal standard for the cleanliness of ice-cream and the 
results of samples are judged on the following provisional standard. 


Over a six-monthly period, 50 per cent. of a vendor's 
samples should fall into Grade 1, 80 per cent. into 
Grades 1 or 2, not more than 20 per cent. into Grade 3 
and none into Grade 4. 


If a source of ice-cream fails to comply with this provisional stand- 
ard we are dependent upon the goodwill and co-operation of the manufacturer. 


Food Complaints. Twenty-three complaints were received of unsatisfactory 
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food or conditions in food premises and included the following:- 


Foreign objects in foods 
fouldy foods (sausages (2), crumpets, vies) 


NM 


Unsound foods (fresh meat (2), canned meat (A), 
sausages (1), Fish and chips) 
Dirty milk bottles 


Defective canned fruits 
Unsatisfactory food premises 


NnN- OO 


Proceedings were taken under Section 6 of the Food and Drugs Act, 
1955, against the manufacturers of steak and kidney pies. Six cases 
(432 pies) were found to be unsound after delivery to a local shop. The 
defendant company pleaded guilty and was fined <25. After investigation 
of the other complaints a number of warnings was issued that if a similar 
complaint was received in the future the Council would consider taking 
proceedings under the Food and Drigs Act, 1955. 


Unsound Food. The quantities of food found to be unsound and voluntarily 
surrendered to the Department for disposal are shown in the following table. 
The food is surrendered at the office of the inspectors and disposed of by 
burying at the Council's refuse tip. 


Canned or other pre-packed foods:- 

500 lbs. Meat and fish. 
306 lbs. Fruit 

28 lbs. Ground almonds 
575 lbs. Vegetables 

197 los. Biscuits, etc. 

1,018 lbs. Frozen foods 

144 lbs. Miscellaneous 


Other foods:- 


1,168 lbs. Cheese 
8 lbs. Fish 
4,265 lbs. Meat and Meat Products 


TOTAL WEIGHT: 6,209 lbs. 
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POULTRY INSPECTION. 


(i) Number of poultry processing premises. 


There is one poultry processing premises in the Borough which 
operates up to four evenings per week, 


(ii) Number of visits. 


Regular inspections have not been made. Discussions took place 
with the proprietor with a view to establishing regular inspection. As 
a result,information is now received of the number of poultry processed 
and of the numbers rejected. 


(aa) Total Number of birds processed. 


Approximately 39,000 birds were processed in 1966. 


(iv) Types of birds processet. 


Turkeys, hens, broilers and capons were processed. 


(v) Percentage of birds rejected. 


Approximately 0.3 per cent of the birds, or less than one in three 
hundred were rejected as unfit for human consumption. 


(vi) Weight of poultry condemned. 
Approximately 400 lbs. 


(vii) Comment. 


Inspection problems arise because the premises are operated inter- 
mittently in the evenings. Many of the birds are bred by the proprietor 
and all the others are seen alive by him before purchase. It is at this 
stage on the farm that the culling of any suspect birds takes place. 


The Department's responsibilities are to ensure (a) if regular 
inspection of the birds by a public health inspector is not possible that 
the system of rejection by the proprietor is working effectively and (b) 
inspection of the premises under the Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 


1960. 
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6.  MmAT INSPECTION. 


Two premises within the Borough continued in use as private 
slaughterhouses, The Council employed a full time Meat Inspector and 
meat inspection was also carried out by the Public Health Inspectors. 
Slaughtering took place at one or both slaughterhouses on almost every 
day of the year. 


The Meat Inspection (imendment) Regulations, 1966, gave the Local 
Authority for the first time powers to determine hours of slaughter. In- 
formal discussions took place with the proprietors of the two slaughter- 
houses with a view to reaching agreement on slaughtering hours. As a 
result improved hours were agreed at one slaughterhouse which would operate 
Mondays to Fridays and Saturday morning and at the other slaughterhouse 
Mondays to Wednesdays, Saturday morning and Sunday morning. It was further 
agreed that discussions should take place in 1967 to see whether it was 
possible to eliminate Sunday slaughtering at the second mentioned slaughter- 
house. 


1965 1966 

Number of animals slaughtered 35,545 40, 370 
Number of animals inspected 354545 40,370 
Number of whole carcases rejected 256 220 
Approximate weight of meat and 
offals rejected (tons) 

(a) for tuberculosis + 

(b) for other conditions 27 24 


The principal causes for the rejection of carcases as unfit for 
human consumption, classified in accordance with the Meat Inspection 
Regulations, are shown on page twenty-six. . 


Cysticercus Bovis. 


Cysticercus bovis is the cystic form of human taeniasis (tape-worm 
in man) and cattle inspected were subject to routine examination of the head, 
tongue and heart. Ten cases of cysticercus bovis were found, the location 
of the cysts being as shown below:- 


Head (external and/or internal masseter mscles) 6 
Head (masseter muscles) and heart 2 
Heart only 2 
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-- The ten cases affected with localised cysticercus bovis were sub- 
mitted to cold storage and kept at. the prescribed temperature before 
release for consumption. 


The incidence of cysticercus bovis in cattle examined was as 
 follows:- 


1966 0.26 per cent. (10 cases) 
1965 0.36 per cent. (13 cases) 


Laboratory facilities. 


The facilities of the Public Health Laboratory, which is under the 
direction of Dr. G.H. Tee, are available for the examination of specimens 
from carcases. Twenty-five specimens from thirteen carcases were sub- 
mitted in 1966. 


I should like to record my thanks to Dr. Tee for his help, which is 
always readily given on meat inspection and other public health problems. 


7- SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT, 1958. 


Fourteen slaughtermen employed at the local slaughterhouses were 
licensed to slaughter or stun cattle, sheep, pigs and goats with a 
mechanically operated instrument of the captive bolt pistol type or an 
electrically operated instrument (electrolethaler). No licences to 
slaughter horses within the Borough have been issued. 


8. WATER SAMPLES. 


Routine samples are taken from distributivn points in addition to 
samples of the sources and from the reservoirs taken by the Water Engineer. 
‘Sixty-nine samples of the mains supply taken by the public health inspectors 
‘were satisfactory. These were submitted to the Public Health Laboratory 
for bacteriological examination and tested in the office for residual 
Chlorine. Of the samples taken by the water engineer all except eight, 
which were taken from the source before chlorination, were satisfactory. 


j Complaints were reveived of sediment and iron scale in water supplied 
to an area of recent development. A sample of the sediment filtered from 
fifteen gelions of water was submitted for analysis and was found to consist 
of calcium carbonate and iron. In the analyst's opinion the deposit was 
not harmful. Calcium carvonate (lime) is the principal reason for the 
hardness of the water and also causes precipitation of the traces of iron. 
The Water Engineer undertook flushing and cleansing of the mains to reduce 
_the deposit together with an examination of the condition of the pipes. 
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Carcases and Offals Inspected and Condemned in Whole or in Part 


iidiaite 
Cows Calves Pigs 
ae 


Number killed 12,209 | 11,891 12,391 
Number ee eesetad 12,209 | 11,891 12,391 


All diseases except 
Tuberculosis and Cysticerci 


Whole carcase condemned 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned 


Percentage of the number 
inspected affected with 
disease other than 
tuberculosis and cysticerci 


Tuberculosis only 
Whole carcase condemned 


Carcases of which some part 


or organ was condemned 36 
Percentaze of the number 
inspected affected with 0.3 


tuberculosis 


Cysticercosis 


Carcases of which some part 
or organ was condemned 


Carcases submitted to 
treatment by refrigeration 


Generalised and totally 
condemned 
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PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF REJECTION - 1966. 


Sheep | Pigs} Total 


Actinomycosis (generalised) 
Bruising (extensive and severe) 
Decomposition (generalised) 
Emaciation (pathological) 
Fever 

Immaturity 

Jaundice 

Mastitis (acute septic) 
Metritis (acute septic) 
Oedema (generalised) 


Peritonitis (acute, diffuse, 
septic) 


Pneumonia (acute septic) 
Pyaemia (including joint-il1l) 
Septicaemia or toxaemia 
Swine erysipelas (acute) 


Tuberculosis with 
emaciation 


Tumours 


Uraenia 


TOTAL 1966 
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Twenty houses (population forty-two) and fifty-one caravans (pop- 
ulation one hundred and two) are served by external standpipes. In all 
other dwelling houses the supply is taken indoors. 


9. DRAINAGE. 


Two hundred and ninety-nine visits were made to inspect and test new 
drains. One hundred and five visits were made to inspect and test old 
drains. 


Only a small number of premises are not connected to the main sewer- 
age system, less than forty being served by cesspool or septic tank, and 
three by pail closets. 


Final decisions were reached with regard to the reception of trade 
effluents. A Notice of Direction in accordance with the provisions of 
the Public Health (Drainage of Trade Premises) Act, 1937, and Public Health 
Act, 1961, was served on the owmer/occupiers of two trade premises and a 
Notice of Consent served upon the owners and occupiers of a further eight 
trade premises. These Notices of Direction and Notices of Consent, which 
included a number of conditions and a scale of charges, became operative on 
Ist July, 1966. 


10. INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 


In a number of previous years extensive swabbing of manholes on the 
main sewers was undertaken to trace human .carriers of organisms of the typhoid 
and para -typhoid fevers. This work was restricted to thirteen swabs 
placed in the sewers in 1966. 


11. CLEAN ATR ACT, 1956. 


One notice was received of proposals to instel a new furnece to 
which the Clean Air Act, 1956, applies. 


42. ACTORIES, SHOPS AND OFFICHS. 


The table on page twenty-eight shows the number of factories on 
the Council's register. 


Routine inspection of thirty-four factories was made and as a result 
of the conditions found it was necessary to serve written notice on the 


occupiers of twenty-one factories regarding the unsuitable or defective san- 
itary conveniences. 


Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963. 


Routine inspections under the above Act were commenced in 1966. 
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Seventy-nine registered premises received a general inspection. Twenty- 
nine written notices were served regarding conditions found and by the end 
of the year eighteen of these notices had been complied with. 


The register showed the following details at the ond of the year:- 


No of No of persons 

premises employed 
Offices 70 683 
Retail shops gina) 780 
Wholesale shops, warehouses 8 68 
Catering establishments open 17 145 

to the public, canteens 
Fuel storage depots - - 
212 1,646 


Three notifications were received of accidents to persons employed 
in retail shops. 


FACTORIES ACT, 1961 - PART 1. 
FACTORIES ON THs COUNCIL'S REGISTER AND DETAILS OF INSPECTIONS MADE. 


Premises Written 


Notices 


Occupiers 
Prosecuted 


1) Factories in which | 
Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6 | 4 
are to be enforced by | 
Local Authorities. 


in (1) in which section 90 
7 is enforced by the 
Local Authorities. 


15 


(2) Factories not included 
(3) Other premises in which 

section 7 is enforced by 

the Local Authorities 

(excluding outworkers' | 
premises) 


TOTAL: 
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FACTORIES IN WHICH DEFECTS \/ERE FOUND 


[mtn 
Found | Remedied 


Number of 
cases in 
which pros 
ecutions 
were 
instituted 


Want of cleanliness 
Overcrowding 
Unreasonable temper~ 
ature 
Inadequate ventilation 


Ineffective drainage 
of floors 


Sanitary conveniences: 


(a) Insufficient 


(b) Unsuitable or 
defective 


(c) Not separate 
for sexes 


Other offences against 
the Act,(not including 
offences relating to 
outwork ) 


TOTAL 
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FACTORIES ACT, 1961 - PART VIII. 
( OUTWORK ) 


Section 133 Section 134 


Bee Ot No. of No. of 
out-workers 


: cases of prosecu- 
Nature an August default tions for 
of list 


k required by | 1%. sending | failure 
wor ee al) Vigts: eho te Supplsr 
ae the Council 

Tis (I) (ec) 


No. of 
instances 
of work in 
unwholesome 

premises 


Notices | Prosecu- 
served | tions 


Wearing 
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13. CARAVANS. 


One residential site for thirty caravans and one individual resident- 
ial site were licensed under the Caravan Sites and Control of Development 
Act. The licence.conditicns were based on the model standards prepared by 

the Ministry of Housing and Local Government. 


I t was necessary to serve six written notices rezarding the un- 
satisfactory conditions found upon inspection of the residential site for 
thirty caravans and inspectors made thirty-four visits tothe site. 


The Council operates a site for twenty residential caravans and ten 
touring caravans. 


14. RODENT CONTROL. 


The Council's rodent control service was continued on the lines of 
the scheme approved by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 
No charge ispme for the destruction by the Council of rats and mice except 
in the case of business premises. A summary of work undertaken is shown 
in the table below. Test baiting and maintenance treatments of the sewers 
were undertaken as usual. The General Assistant made one-thousand and 
eighty-four visits to premises. (He also made seven-hundred and ninety- 
four visits in connection with other work.) 


TYPE, of, PROPERTY, 


NON~ 
AGRICULTURAL 


AGRICULTURAL 


Number of properties in district 


2 a Total number of properties (including 
nearby premises) inspected following 
notification 


b Number infested by (i) rats 
(ii) mice 
36 a Total number of properties inspected 


for rats and/or mice for reasons 
other then notification { 


b Number infested by (i) rats - 
(ii) mice - - 
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=-15. VERMINOUS PREMISES. ~ 


. Twenty-two premises infested with pests were cealt with. Most of 
the premises were disinfested by the Department but in a small number of 
instances only advice was given. In additicn regular treatment of one of 
the slaughterhouses-was undertaken to prevent fly infestation. The Council 
continued to operate a number of traps for pigeons. 
1 


RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT 1. 


16. 


Under the above Act five premises in which upholstery is undértaken 
are registered by the Council. iremises within the Borough are not used 
for the manufacture or storage of rag flock. No visits of inspection 
or sampling under the Act were made during the year. 


17. SCRAP MELAL DEALERS ACT, 196 


Five dealers in old metals are registered by the Council under the 
Serap Metal Dealers Act, 1964. 


1928 and 1936. 


18. PETROLEUM (REGULATION 


At the beginning of the year fifty-five licences were renewed in 
respect of existing petroleum instllations. 


Of seventy-eight visits made under the Petroleum Acts, twenty-seven 
were to licensed installations and forty-nine to new or proposed installations. 


Enquiries were received with regard to the possibility of the 
installation of coin operated self service pumps at a filling station. 
Advice was received from Her Majesty's Chief Inspector of Explosives with 
regard to safety precautions which would need to be observed and it was 
decided that before further consideration should be given the applicant 
should be required to satisfy the Council that a real demand for self 
‘service equipment existed. No further development took place. 


m9. Put ANIMALS ACT, 1951. 


: Two shops were licensed by the Council under the above Act for the 
sale of pet animals. 
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